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DIALOGUE, &c. 



The PERSONS, 

Clericus a Gentleman, John a Pauper, 
Me AN WELL his Friend. 



CONVERSATION L 

Gentleman* 

GOOD-Morrow Mr. Meanwell^ good- 
morrow neighbour Ji^An. Whithef 
fo fail this morning ? 
Pau. Via going, ant* pleafe ye Maifter, 
to Dereham, to hear what the gentlefolks 
will do with we poor people. 

Gent. Vm going there myfelf, to give 
all the affiftance in my power to the mife- 
rable Poor in the hundreds of MITFORD 
AND LAUNDITCH. 

Pan. 



Pau. I have no obligation againfl you 
Maifter, I wifti you lack ; I always thought 
you a friend to the Foor. 

Gent. Not only inclination, but our du- 
t^, our intereft incHne us to befriend 
them; for it mull be confcffed * ** our 
'' domeftic fafety and comfort, our pri- 
*' vate wealth and profperity, our national 
'' riches, llrength and glory, are greatly 
V dependant on an induftrious and well 
'^ ordered Poor," (P. i.), 

Pau. Why I believe Maifter all comes 
from U5 as you fay. 

Gent. Therefore '* a proper attention to 
*' their morals and fupport will always be 
" the concern of every wife and good 
'' admiriiftration.'' (P. i,) 

Pau. Ay to be fure, and as to that, if 
folks was but as good as they are tyife 
we fhould fee better times than we do, a^ 
the man faid. . 

Gent. Perhaps you miftake the matter 
J^ohn, " the Laws themfelves are made an 
y occafion of the evils we complain of," 
(P. 62.) and till fome remedy is applied 
^the indigent Poor muft fuffer. 

* * The Rev. Mr. Potter's words in hts Obfcrvations on the 
poor Liu s, &c. are included in revcrfcd commas, and the pages 
from wiicnce they are taken arc between parcnlhcfis al the end 
of e^ch quotation. 

Paup 
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*/%Wi It may be ais you fay MliHer for 
aught I know, . notoutftanding I always 
thought the Laws good enough if they had 
ihiiit been, minded I 

Gent. You may fuppofe fo becaufe you 
kr^' ignorant bf their numef ous defefts ; 
I might obferVe, if you could underftand 
me, that the '* celebrated A61," (P, 13.) 
Which received its ** finilhed form'* (P- 12^) 
in the 43d. o^ the famous maiden Queen 
Elizabeth, " the Law by which the Poor 

have ever Ante been ofdered and fup- 

^brted," (P. 12.) is very defeflive. 

POiU. lui\iQ enof as you fay; but let, us 
hear now what fault you find upon't. 

Gw^ Well John I will tell you. One 

defeft in thajt Statute is,' that ** no power 

" is given the Magiftrate to compel the 

'*'^ Overfeers— to fet the poor on work." 

(P. 15-} ' 
Pau. Well, but notoutftanding, I knows 

if a poor man can get no work, as hovy 
the Juftice can make him "be relieved tili 
he ha got work agen, and fo 'tis a^ broad 
as 'tis long, as the faying is. , 

Gent. '* No power is given for hiring or 
" ereding a common Hou^e for fuch 
«* Work." (P. 15.) ^ 

B 2 Pau, 
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Fau. What d ye mean a Houfc t6 plow, 
ifowv and pull turnips in? . : i 

G^n. No JbAn; I mean an Houfe .to 
work *' flax, hemp, wool, iron/ (P'.. 15:.) 
&c. in. 

Pau. As to that, if they cou'd I dont 
fee 'twould help us a deal, notoutftand- 
mg 'tmight do well 6nof in the city or 
large towns, wher^ they have ^ inort 
of your wavers and combers ; but you 
knows as how the *' village Poor" (P. 15.) 
arc almoft all " labourers in hulbandry :" 
(P. 15.) we know nothing ab<>ut your 
l>emp and flax not we, an4 fo I &qcy this 
don't much confam us Maifier^ , 

Gen. But you ought to confider that W the 
'* unemployed labourer, has no provifion 
'* in his favour; he (hall not be relieved 
**/becaufe he is able ; no one is compeli'd 
^* to employ him, therefore he rauft. bcM^ 
*' or fteal, or ftarve/' (P.,i^.) . , . 

Pau. Well Maifter, it may. be as yon 
fay for aught I knows, for I can't read, the 
j^aws not I, and fo 'tis not to be 'jnpiagineid 
I can copfpute the;, matter wi'ye;; . but 
here's my- friend Af^^nW/, he can talk to 
ye if ye like, for he ye knows is a kind 
#f a-fchollard as they call um* 
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Gen. 1 hive ho objeftion ta Mr. Meari'^ 

ivdl, Johni I (hall h»vc pleafure if hfc wiU 

give himfclf thfe trouble ih a. fricndl^^ 

manhbr to canvafs the ixiatter wilh.me\ 

t Af^iin. How fir it may be plcafurable 

to you ot the to canvafe the matter in agi* 

fcation relative to the Poor, I afa not able 

t;o dcterminfc ; 'the lefs fa Sir, becaufe ypur 

feaCimeiits; are known, your Obfcrvatidns 

on the. Poor Laws have fully difplayVl 

them ; I have read your Tra6l with great 

attention ;-:bqlicAre lit the produftiph of an 

able head, an/hilmane^ heart: It ;i»fty ^ 

iriy misfortunfe • ^ it ; is. not my fault, ths^H 

differ in :my'^ judgment with you, , ef^^^ 

ciaily upon the fubjeft of Houfes of Intr 

,dury. ^Tfhat '* unconquerable averfion. to 

^^ theraf'i(P. 5j5.) that has taken up its refi* 

rder^ce iiii the .breaft of alrnoft:i«¥ery PaM- 

.pei iriithe two Hundreds, is lilconfefsic^i 

:tranlieht gueft with Jne \ nor have, 411 the 

. powerfuli, arguments adopted, 'or . all x\k 

/high ;c4)inmej3daiiah ibeflowed in, .favour 

of thefel neri^ anftctutions,' hithesto \hfi9f\ 

3ble tXDljdillpligeIife.,>:o :V: :- -: . . ^, 

v Gtnl It inay \^p (b, but: you 11 acki)o\/r 
IJedg^i that our PoonXafYS/gire Vrery-^f- 
fpeiive I prefiime, " ^ ^_ 
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Mean. Some defeds that have been 
dated, no doubt Sir> are real, others I 
prefume are little piore than imagibkry. 

Gent. Suppofe, forinftance, neighbouif 
ydhn wa& unemployed, I fay *^ he has no 
*' provifion in his favour; he Ihall not be 
'* relieved {as I told him) becaufe he is 
^^able: no one is compelled to employ 
f him, therefore lie muH ^eg, or fteaf,, 

>^ or ftarve." (P. 15.) / 

Mean. This I conceive Sir, ; is onfc of 
the defefts that exift in imagination only $ 
you may remember that ^very Magiftratc 
h^ * power to order fuitable.relief to the 
-Poor, oath beuig made of fome matter 
which he Ihall judge to be a reafonable 
43auf€. iSuppofe therefore pauper .Ji?Arj, 
br any other perfon unemployed and un- 
able to maintain hiis. family, if he applies 

* to a Magiftrate ^ild makes oath of the faft, 
he fhall be relieved, his family fhall be 

'fuppGrted,.be need not beg, Ileal or flarve. 
' •• 'PaU,^ TWs all right. Mailier Meunw'ell, 

ift>r4<ikiiPtelli ye as libiv';iwhen IWas out 
of work a month excdlTiyely' 6\hd hard 
leather," 'Squirt Friekdly t^e Jtfflice, or- 
jier*(i-rt^e 6x - fhillings *i weeVtill I cou'd 

* S|jit. 9 Geo.. « 7. '. 

• ^' * •' k '* ■ get 
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getwark agen, and I had it too, and fo 
I fay Ged Mefs his Honour, tha's all 

Gtni. But there is much, very much to 
be done before the Magiftrate can be ap- 
plied to, for *^ by our. prefent Laws {not 
*' the Magijtrates, biU) the Churchwardens 
*^ and Overfeers are the tegai Guardialns 
'^ of the Poor ; (hould thefe be cruel, op^ 
^'* preflive, or dead to pity, the Poor may 
*'^ apply to a Veftry ; but in moft pariflies 
^* fuch meeting is held but once in the 
** month, in many but twice in the year. 
** They may apply to the two Overfeers ; 
" but thefe may live at a diftance, may be 
" difficuit to be four^d, may refufe the 
** Poor accefs to their prefence, mean 
*' tiine hunger "becomes more clamorous 
^^ and importunate every hour, ficknefs 
^* continues its ravages with\incontrourd 
** fury. What then is perilhing mifery . 
.''todo?'* (P. 19, 20.) 

Mean. According to this account, pe.- 
riftiing mifery mull do very much ; but 
let us examine thefe alarming Qbjeftions^— 
Application may be made " to a Veftry, 
^' hut in moft parifhes fuch meeting i% 
f held but once in the month^ in many 
// bi^t Itwic^ in the year." I might pbferve 

• . the 
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the * Churchwardens and Overfeers m 
every pari fh are bound to hold a Veftry, 
at leaft once a month, in the church on 
Sunday ; and that if they omit fo to do, 
or are negligent in their ofEce, they ate 
liable to a penaky of 20s • for every de- 
fault, tQ the Poor : but I rather chufe to 
anfwer it is not effentially neceffary to ap- 
ply to a Veflry, they heed only apply to 
the two Overfeers ; *^ but thefe may live 
^^ at a diflance," the one may poffibly live, 
two miles from the other, (a circumftance 
not very common) and in that cafe a de- 
lay may be occafioned of— half an hour. 
f' They may be difficult to be found." If 
they fhould hide themfelves in ivy, or 
like royal Charles in a well claded oak. 
It will be difficult to find them indeed; 
but. few Overfeers I prefumc pla;yvwith 
. the Poor at bo-peep. '' They may deny 
" the Poor accefs to their prefence;" yes, 
biit the queflion is what they do, not 
what they may do; certainly they may 
cloifter themfelves in their houfes, may 
imprifon themfelves from Eafter to Eaft^r 
to keep out of the way of the Poor, and 
incur a pftiiilty for negleding their office ; 

* 5cc Stet. 4;.Eli7. C, i, S. i, a, 6, i r, 

but 
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but I beg leave t6 obfervc Sir, our judg- 
nacnt ought not to be biaffed by the manjf^ 
defe&s, inconveniences and difadvantagtSf 
that a fertile genius and a flowing p«]^ 
piay point out in theory ; but we are ra- 
Ihcr to have recourfe to thofe that gen^; 
lally prevail in praSice : I had much Md 
ther hear of the things that ape^ than ^ 
thofe that may be ; and fo fef as I remeiffl' 
ber you have not illuftrated the many 
fJefefts and inconveniences above repeat- 
ed by a fingle inftance, but imagine thafe 
all the. above difficulties exifted in theii^ 
full ftrength ; and hedged up the Pauper's 
way, kept him at a diftance from his 
wifh'd for relief. It is eafy to turn this 
little battery of inconveniences againft 
your favorite fchcme, and topky off the 
fmall pounders with fome iefibQ;. Givte 
me leave Sir, in the abfence of a better 
engineer to manage the artillery, and t 
hope without much difficulty, to' make* 
them bear xvpon Hqufes of Induftry . Supl 
pofe then this heavenly inftitution adopt^ 
ed iht-oughout the kingdom', and every 
hundred bWs'd with an afylum for the 
poor—— - 
'' ' Pau. 
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Pau. What's that you fay Maifler M^an* 
vfeU? D'ye call a workhoufe hafen! A 
fsigg^ if that thiure be your hafen I hope I 
flidlil never come into't. 

Mean. You interrupt me John. — Sup- 
ped I fay that Houfcs of Induftry were 
CEeftediin every hundred ^ and aPaupcF 
^ fome emergent occafion or iicknefs 
flood in need of relief; i prefume power 
muft be lodged in the Overfeers of every 
parifh to relievje the Poor upon fuch fud- 
4enL occafiohs, till the :riext monthly or 
other rmeeting of the Guardians. My 
fuppofition is either right or wrong. If 
wrong, and no fuch powpr fhould be 
yefted in the Officers, the Poor in the 
libove cafes will be abundantly more dif-r 
treffed that under the prefent Poor Laws ; 
tlieir cafe ^iil be worfe. If right it >vill 
not Ijc better ; for then tl^e Pauper cannot 
•' apply to a Veftry," veftry n^eetings for 
thofe purpofe^ will be totally laid afide ; 
he may however to '' the two Oyerfeers," 
but there's the old evil Hill ; " thefc may 
f^ be cniel, oppreffiye, and dead to pity ; 

may live at a diftance, may be difficult 

to be found, may refufe the Pqor accef? 
•* to their prefence ;" the Magiftrate may 
not be applied to, his power will be taken 

?jway^ 
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dway; he may go to the Houfe, but hi* 
neceffity ai^ifci^ from fome fud'deh emcr* 
gency^; it fe iiot proper^ he fe not willing^ 
or. if fifelc, the Houfe is aJJ- many mikt 
diilance, he cannot be- removed ; '-^ mean 
•f time hunger bccpmes moige clamorous 
*^and impdtttiiiate^^vcry' kinit, fickneft 
f* cohtinfies its i^vag^ with uncpntcoul^d 
^ ftlry-; Wh^t then US perilhing mifery tp 

••do? (P. 20.) 

Gent. At worft he can only fuffer till 
admitted ijrttb thfc Hbufe, at prefect 'ti» 
hard tp fey how long he may endure ; for 
*' fup|K>fe your (herfefrs found, fwppofe 
•* them fummoned j fuppofe them ordered 
*^ to relieve, the delinquents tHemfelve§ 
" are to execute tha|t order ; they fet the 
" order at defiance V they appeal toithe 
^'^ Qharter Seipionsv that ?nay be three 
^ •'' months diftant : muft 4hie poor man and 
" his diftreffed family continue ilarving 
j" all the tiine ?-^ Alas ! there is no reme^ 

Mean. Indeed! if fo, by 'the help oi a 
' $• May BE'f?a ready way is found, taflarvc 
all the Pbor in the Kingdom, and a niucH 
4S|;uicker, as well as dKapejs way of dil^ 
Etching th6m> than *1;Mr. Gec'^ f^^us 
if/c^ime' of fending . them to the : ^o\p- 
I " mc5. • 
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,*• nics^" X?K 32 .> . ; If a prafiicg. : fraught 
ivijjhMtiae wprfb eyilsi ^li^.fi c0iiu%tQnance4k 

pi^j;efl*ve>- a§; "^lie and deafi jj> pity 9$ 

Ifeey aFC r^/i^fented} J wondcir tlje 

jjhowld rtQt put litei^ J^ejr h^ad*: to Qi^e 
fjff thelinfc>l^We>^i>r4flP,.for; th^ wftght 
JBiU joio^re iJx^./allQw itl^r; >elp«^ve 
^ppCHT: ijft relief 1^ aU^ - ThjeriMagiftisitesi 
may combine to compel then^ ;. they, may 
I^^;fei:^tbe <^frid«rs . at tdefi^flce," iliey may 

•\'.jnay be three ..4ic»*h3c.di ft wt-," th«te 
^Aropife .»wiji ".ftapve '.tlieKj.. all ; -if -.tliey 
3rve. three ftioiiths ,MrithQwt.;fQO<i,'r^hey'il 
.|ive\yitliiout fiarrevdr. aii4 in- either cafes 
imay be kept t^heap tnougb. Away.jthen 
'^tbitttciHoufeait! *f Bttfajiaifep,", ^ mtK- 
fOeflkryjjff utBKKildyi jbi^WJi^', etQ^e^C^nd 
hhamihc^i^ Jtl»ej>ei»riwaw« jejs^jemie <of 
^m jio,<S)baii.' to- wcry little pwrpofek. Has «t 
inithedpacc-af M (ijg&t.y€ar«^fav©d 3(>iool-." 
Has it lowered the Poor(JRatefl" 2S,M5d». 

JK ' ^ p^t'^^^^ •^'<'l (1^\3>'-) ®»t -by die above 
'feiatfcfitivreciboreiniayi'be idbfte itt three 
'months; tlic Poar!>Ralte wouM be rcr 
-^duid to nothing:, . till Uw/able Ppor be- 
'-^caftie impotenti/ijmd the induftrioiii.iiBica- 
-'^fte^iidnd Jevcni sthew idbey might< .be feht 
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•ff the fatne way, ler '* -there is no: tie^ 
inedyJ'::r • «" ^ •■'• " --•■ 

. '-^^aiL : Wh}; how's thM Maifler Jlbmk 
«r»^;< /d^itneui to make a htidtte "stouajg 
i^s'Pia fa^gs I tvi& you baift tair'id widl 
die-fame ftick as other folks, as riie B<^ 

,-frMead. ]So John,:! Speaks w\h*zn airdT 

f&aBintBy^ fadcattfel c6DcerTe^hep»dib& 
of ^ppe^ng itlim Ate order of tbe Magt* 
ftrate raadc^or the relief the Poor, cahne^ 
4^]cr be ^rountenmKred. I appreiiend tbaf the 
j^giibate under ouis prelent fy Item of the 
FfcK)r Laws^ is the friend, the prote&or of 
t&e i indigent and diftrefled ; that he hm 
pGw<tr. to order fuitable relief; that tte 
Poor arc in no great danger from any ap- 
peal thftt may lie from fuch. orders : Firft, 
!]M^aufe what;Ovrerfeer$ are hardy or fool- 
jflhi enough to, appeal ? Secondly, becauk 
if any Jhould dar^ to do fo, they may af- 
fure themfelvcs the Seflions will let their 
^ace againft the apped, and at leaft con- 
*rm the prder. Thirdly, becaufe it mav 
be queftioned, whether the order is nc* 
binding till fet alide by the Seffions. 
Laflly, becaufe the provifo in the J Sta- 

J 12 Geo. a. Cb. '38, S. 4* 

tute 



iu^CiUpon which fuch appeal muft te 
founded, feeftis to be intended not .fo 
jiiuiSh for the beneifit; of ; the Parifli Offi- 
^rs^es of the Poor: the exprefs words 
are, If any perfon fhall be agrieved by 
^y thm^ done or omitted by the Church-i 
iftf dens and Overfeers, or by any ofi ;his 
■^ajefty's Juftices of* the Peace, he may, 
:givmgreafonable Notice to the CHURCH* 
WARDENS AND OVERSEERS appeal 
to the next General Quarter Seffions* 
' G^!n^. Suppofe the advantage of the pro- 
vifo W2S intended for the Poor as you 
conjefturey thofe who moft defer ve the 
beiiefit are little the better, either £br that?, 
or for their right of appeal to the Magi- 
ftratcs themfelves, for its often feen that 
•« great diftreffes are filent. The mddeflrf 
^ of fearful poverty is unwilling to ae^ 
^^ cufe ; and who can fay what nuxhber^ 
** have funk in uncomplaining filcnce to 
*\an untimely grave ? Often have I feen 
" the eloquent tear (land trembling in tim 
" eye of injured indigence, whilft the 
*' tongue made no complaint." (P. 26>) 

Pan. A faggs Maifter'tha's right; I be- 
gin to likely e forely now. Why there's 
my poor Nan ha' cry 'd a hundred - times, 
wid ha' loft a mort of Elfcant tears as ye 

call 
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ciall 'em, about |his new fangled^WbA*. 
houfc; and than my poor little kal>es\9^€> 
all gotten round her a crying too. apd. I- 
cry my felf fometime and can't help it^ 
that I can't. Vm fartin Maifter 'twould 
make your hair ftand up o*the ends to 
hear us all. Notoutftanding I pluck ,up 
my poor heart ; I hope I teir em we Iba^'t 
come there, for I had rather follow poor 
Nan and my babes to the grave than to the 
"Workhoufe as they call it. 

Gqit. I find then Jfohii as well as others 
** have been taught, wickedly taught to 
** look upon an Iniujlry Houfe as a Work- 
*' houfe, and more fevere ; hence their 
'^ minds are terrified with the apprehea- 
" fions of cruel whippings, imprifonments, 
** chains, dungeons, 

** Gorgons, and Hydras^ and Chimeras, dire.** (P. jj,) 

« ' 

Mean. As many of the parties FOR and 
AGAINST the intended Induftfy Houfe 
are of the firfl rank and character, and as I 
cannot fuppofe ^ou would intentionally 
call a refled;ion upon a body of refpefta- 
ble Perfonages, becaufe they differ with 
you upon the utility of a publiq meafurc, 
I could wiOi the epithet '' WICKED'* had 
jiotiliped from your pen; it is the only 

in fiance 
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kiSUncc thfoughout the cdhtfoveriy of 
Wift-iftth or lofs of tempef^. It is natural 
ib/fuppofe the Gentlenien for the queiiion 
will tell U3 the BE ST,'the Gentlemen againff 
ihc queftion the WORST of an Indiiftry 
Hoofe ; . but if they both confine them- 
fclyes within the limits of tl^uth, I can- 
ftOt fee much wickednefs in the mat- 
ter. Indeed fhould any man, ornumber 
o( men, attempt to force a meafure upon 
us contrary to our wills ; fbould a mino- 
rity carry a pojAt againft a majority of 
iiiterefted perfons ; fhould a few by ag 
[AQ. of Power compel, fhould they force 
many to the execution of a fcheme, which 
in effeft would indireflly tax, incumber, 
yea mortgage their property real and per;- 
fojial, I know not what one might call 
THIS : but to tell the Poor that an Induftry 
Houfe is a Workhoufe, that they muft 
lofe their liberty, and that they may be 
whipt, I think THAT amounts to no more 
than the truth, whether the building be 
called a Workhoufe, or Induftry Houfe; 
the name alters not the thing. In every 
Tuch Houfe the able Poor are to work, 
they ought to work. You have told us, 
^Thc work-rooms are bufy fcenes of 

^* chcarful 
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** chearful induftry f (P. 43.) and for the 
reft I conceive every fuch Houfe is A PRI- 
SON; the turn-key would not fcruple to 
aflSrm it. 'Tis no chimera to tell them they 
muft lofe their liberty, or in other words 
they will be imprifoned ; the gloomy faft 
is realized the moment they are admitted. 
They muft not, they CANNOT ftir with- 
out the walls until leave is obtained for 
that purpofc. The Guardians alfo in the 
very nature of their adminiftration, muft 
have a difcretionary power to reform the 
indolent ; to punifh the refradory. If - 
they punilh at all, will they do Ms than 
confine them to a narrow fpace ; whether 
as dark as a dungeon, or as light as a Ian- 
thorn is little to our purpofc. If they 
will not yet amend, the Guardians I fup. 
pofe may order them to be whipt : but if 
after all their '^ lazinefs is incorrigible, 
'' their ferocioufnefs not to be fubdued," 
(P. 60.) they may fuffer more, be puniflied 
VOrfe at fecond hand; in fliort, they may 
be " coiifigned oyer to feverer laws, and 
'' deftined T O - 

"PERPETUAL CONFINEAIENT, 

AND 

"PERPETUAL LABOUR/^ (P. 60.; 

^ Pardon 
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Pardon me Sir, when I remind you the 
laft two Ihort leflbns are taught by your« 
fclf. Whether *' perpetual confinement^ 
'^ and perpetual labour'^ are puniflunents 
" more fevere** than even the " indolent 
" and ferocious" Poor are hable to under 
our prefent Poor Laws, let the world de- 
termine ; mean time I am fb far from be- 
ing warm, that I highly commend your 
opennefs and probity : I caiuiot difcem a 
fyllable in the two fentences tindured 
with the leaft wickedaefs ; I believe they 
are words^ weighty words of truth and 
eamellnefs. 

Cent. 1 fliall mention another defed;^ 
that I dare fay you'll allow to be a griev- 
ance; by Stat. 43 Eliz. " fuch as thall 
*' not employ themfelves to work, being 
" fo appointed, the Juftices may fend to 
*• the Houfe of Gjrreciion, or commoii 
'* Goal of the county, and this I prefiim^ 
^- on the complaint of the Overfeer; the 
'' complaint may be partial, may be ag- 
*' gravated; if it be juft the punilhment 
^•' is difproportionate to the oflfence ; it is 
*' the punilhment of felons : this cannot 
^' be right." (P. 16.) - ' 
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Mean. I cordially agree with you Slir, 
^' the punifhment is difproportionate to 
^^ the offence," therefore it ** cannot be 
^* right f but I really am furprized at this 
obfervation, becaufe altho* the Aft of Eliz. 
in configni ng the lazy to the " punifln- 
^ ment of felons" wears an airpf cruelty, 
yet that cruelty is a, tender mercy com- 
pared with their punifhment under the 
propofed new adminiftration. Elizabetli 
was content to COMMIT the indolent; 
ihe thought confinement a fufficient pu- 
nifhment for lazinefs. The new plan pro-* 
pofes not only CONFINEMENT, but 
what the incorrigible lazy think abun- 
dantly worfe, LABOUR ; that Law will 
only confine them for A TIME, -this FOR 
EVER: the fentence is gone forth, let 
them be deflined '' to perpetual confine.* 
'' ment, and perpetual labour/' Now Sir, 
^f the firft '' cannot be right,^ the laft is 
wj-ong enough. 

Gent. I have further to obferve( *' No 
f* provifion is made for educating the 
'i children of the PQor, and training them 
5* Up in habits of indullry and the princi- 
/; pjes of religion. Thi§ is a radical defefl, « 

C 2 Mean, 



• Mean. It is fo, gtnd we arc bound to a«. 
Jcriowledge ybu have prefcribed a radical 
furc, a cure to be cfTecled without the 
fhadow of an Induflry Houfe. *' To re- 
'' medy this a proper fchpol fhould be 
f' crc^Sil^in every parifh, under the dif- 
^*j:retion of well qualified perfons, to 
^' which all the Poor of that parifh fhould 
^' be obliged to fend their children con- 
^' flantly. They fhould be taught to rea(| 
^* the Bible; fliould be imprelTed with an 
^' early knowledge and veneration of God; 
^' every Sunday they fhould be obliged tq 
'' attend their piafler and miflrefs to the 
'' church." (P- 6j.) I am charmed with thi$ 
excellent plan. It breathes wifdom^ prur 
dcnce, humanity, benevolenctf, kindnefi, 
&nd t>ie moll refined charity to the chil-^ 
dren of ment 

Pau. Troth Maifler Meanwell fo am I^ 
Had but thofe there fchopis been in my 
young da)^s I cou'd ha larnt any things 
thof I fay it. My father cou'd read books 
Hud make figers : he was a fore fcollard, 
that he was. As to rehggon, to be fure; 
we all know that well ehof : let us but be 
jionell and pay every oiie their own, ancj 

£(5 tQ church now and then, as Matt. Mo- 

w ... ^ - 
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les fays, thas religgon enof for poor folk^^ 
as he fays. 

Gent. You have faid enough John. — 
Mr. Meanwfll, if agreeable to you we'll 
take a view of Doftof Burn's animated 
** poiirtrait of" a petty Tyrant^ commonly 
called ** an Overfeer/' 

Mean. I have feen the fcopy, Sir^ drawn 
by your ingenious pencil. 

Gent. Is it like the original ? 

Mean. I think the colouring in Ibmc 
parts too high, the (hades in fome others 
too gloomy: for inftance, when we are 
told, " in praftice the office of th« Over- 
** feer feems to be this : to warn the inh%- 
" bitants to hire fervants half yearly, or 
^' by the month, by the week, or by the 
*' day, rather than by any way that fhall 
*' give them a fettlement; or if they do 
•* hire them for a year, then to endeavour 
^* to pick a quarrel with them before the 
'♦ year's end, and fo to get rid of them — 
'* to bargain with fome perfon to take 
•* them by the lump, who yet is not to 
•' take them, but to hang over them in 
^ torrorem if they fiiould complain to 
" the Juftice — to fend them out into the 
*' country a begging — to pull down cotta- 

C 3 ges 
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^' ges-j-to depopulate the parifli in order 
'' to leffon the Poor Rates/' (P. 21, 22.) 
Inj^efe particulars the Doftor has not ffat* 
tgred indeed, but rather injured thjc Origi* 
naJ. In feme other refpeftsr I ^ee with 
you '' the traits are juft ;" but they are fo 
only with refpcft to iwiworthy individu- 
als. You will not " infinuate that the 
/'heart of every Overfeer is narrowed 
*' with— fellilh,. foKdid policy/' (P. 24.) 



End of the Firff Converfation- 
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The Second Converfation. 

Gentleman. 

THE better to convince you of the 
imperfeftions to be found in the 
Poor Laws, the cruelty and opprelfion of 
Qverfeers, aiid the neceffity of Houfes of 
Induftry, ^' from the former confiderationa 
*^ of the Managers, let us now turn our 
'* thoughts on the managed, and view 
** them in their hovels, thofe wretched 
" receptacles of fufiering indigence. Hu- 
" manity would wifh to draw tlie veil of 
'* filence over thefe fqualid fcenes of mi- 
" fery ; but not to dtjclqfe them would be 
*' to betray the caufe I have undextak^ii. 
•* to plead, the caufe of the infant, the 
*' impotent, and the aged Poor.'* (P, 24, 25.) 
Mean. Had I the powers of Milton, the 
rbetoric of Harvey, the. penetration o£ 
Mansfield^ the eloquence of Pitt, the oxv 
tpry of Glynn, and the knowledge tDf 

C 4 Camden,, 
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beds are filthy mafias c^ ^unffieltcring- 
rags, — ^many of them elevated from tlic 
^ bare earth only with a little rotten draw. 
^* In one room you (hall find an age<{ 
couple, whofe Ihivering limbs ach for 
want of better covering ; contiguous to 
them a younger pair with three of their 
^* children in the fame bed : — ^In the cor- 
" ner of the fame room a fon and a daugh* 
ter, each arrived at the age of puberty^ 
couched together. — ^In the fame room 
lodges a decent man of eighty, hourly 
infulted by two wanton wenches, each 
holding to her breaft the fruits of un- 
^ lawful love. One room cont;^ins three, 
^ fometiraes four beds, with perfons of 
" different ages and fexes: One bed cbn- 
^ tains the hufband, wife, and four chil- 
'^ dren ; two more lodged on ftraw ; one 
*^ bed contains the father, the mother, and 
^^ two daughters, one of fixteen, the other 
^ of twenty years/* (P. 25; 26.) Now tell 
me are thefe (hocking fcenes of diftrefs 
real, or will you fay they are inaginary ? 
Mean. Some of the above in fiances arc 
too notorious to efcapc even the eye of 
the carelefs obfervtr ; many others I muft 
declare I never faw realized in life, 

tha' 
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tho I have been for more than iweniy 
years paft conveXimt with Hae village 
Poor; but I will not affirm thfey are nb^ 
ileal becaufe they never came to thy know- 
ledge. I have obferved that not only the 
iyifant, the i jnpotent, and aged Poor, but 
the able -and induftrious Poor alfo are in 
pitiable circuraftance ; that the number of 
** our ftarving, naked, unfhelterd Poor,'' 
(P. 31.) are a difgrace to our ** interior 
•* police," a Icandal to a great and free 
Cpmmercial nation, a refleftion upon in- 
dfvidual^ in kfflqienpe, who can tamely be* 
• hold the rueful flate of their fellow crea- 
tures, and not endeavour to remove the 
caufes of their complicated miferies. The 
inftances ' moft {hocking to humanity are 
thofe the P0or endure in tenantries called 
Town Houfes ; they are occafioned ?.s you 
have obferved, by '^ the common and ge- 
'' neral abijfe pf the claufe in the Stat. 43 
*^ of Eliz. which impowers the Overfeers 
** to place more families than one in one 
** Houfe.''(P, 26) One ftep towards a refor- 
mation is, to repeal that perniciousr claufe 
in the Statute, and compel the refpedive^ 
Overfeers rto provide decent habitations 
for the iqppotent and aged Poor, m thc^ 

parilhcs 
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paflfhes where they have gained a fettle-^ 
ment : the meafufe will be attended wii^ 
fome expence, but that will not hinder^ 
you tell us, ** expence is the. laft confide-* 
•* ration," (P. 37.) and it is true it has 
been verified by this building dtgc in teil 
thouiand ir^flances^ 

Gent. But in the mean time what do 
the unhappy wretches in their loathfome? 
tenantries fufFer? Tho' " many from 60 to 
80 years of age are thought fufficienfly 
favor*d by being placed tkere, and pro- 
vided with a little damp turf, that fmokes 
^^ rather than bums; to thofe whom age 
** and infirmities have intirely difablecf 
*^ from working, the common allowance 
"is two-pence half-penny a day; and 
^' with this fcanty pittance, the nobleft' 
*^ work of God, wrapt in rags, diftrefs'd 
^^ with vermin, and tortur'd with rheuma- 
** tic pains, drags on the unliappy remains 
^* of a life worn out in ufeful labour 1^^ 
^' whilft the old hunter now flifF and dif- 
^ abled for the chace, is valued ^r his 
*' pad fervices, and enjoys at eafe the ricii 
^' luxurience of the park/' (P. 26, 27..) . 
'Pan. Tha:; all right Maifter ; a faggs J 
tike t'hear ye. Why as you fay, fom? 

folk* 
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folks love their horfes better than tlicT 
Poor. But you forgot the dogs there, fa^ 
111 tell you about 'em. Why there's Mai- 
ftei' Mduntflieer, the French Gentleman of 
our town, he hi' got four of em, Ptig,^ 
Trollop, Sdncko and Rou/er^ who eat more 
left off vittals than wou'd ferve my poor 
family. We ha* wilh'd si mort o'times 
for the fweet bits thrown to thofe bacon- 
back'd vermine ; afaggs I can*t abide that 
there Maifter Mount/Jieer; I tvifh he and 
his dogs at France agen, for I fear as hoW 
he fhou'd fpoil our Englifh Gentlefolks, 
and larn 'em the French dog fatten fafh- 
ion; eh! Maifter. 

Gent. " In recounting the diftrefles of 
" the Poor, I muft not omit to obferve^,- 
" tliat one fhort Statute, and one finirlc 

o 

" Claufe, 13 and 14 Ch. II. c. 12. (p. 28.} 
*' by departing from the fimplicity of the 
*' Aft of 19 Hen. VII. has not only open'd 
*' the door to all the fubfequent litigati- 
" ons and inexplicable difficulties relating 
*' to -* ttlements and removals, but is a 
" dreadful engine of oppreffion to the in- 
'' duftrious. Well therefore is it faid to 
*' be, a wanton or malicious chafe of thq 
'' unhappy from one inhofpitablc region 

'' to 
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^^ to another! (p. 29.) The Statute of 8 
** and 9 \yill. c. 30. by allowing certifi- 
^f cates, with great tendernefs endeavours 
'•to rqdrefs this barbarous cruelty ; but 
*' as a pariih cannot be compelled to grant 
:*' a certificate, it is in the power of any 
** Churchwarden to defeat the humahity 
'' of the Statute/' 

M^anm It is fo. Sir ; but an eafy reme- 
dy may be applied to prevent in a great 
meafure the pppreffion complained, of; 
that is^ to allow the able and induflrious 
Poor to re fide in any city, parifh or place, 
(fubjeft only to examination) ir^emovea- 
ble until they become chargeable. Thus 
a door will be opened to encourage the 
a^^live Poor, and a bridle put in the teeth 
of oppreflive officers. I believe fuch an 
A61 of late wjis under the confideration of 
the Houfe of Commons, and it is much 
to be lajnente4 it did not pafs into a law. 
But fettlements and removals will always 

have their collateral inconveniences. . 

Suppofe Houfes of induftry Chould be? 
come more general, the Guardians would 
receive only fyich as had gained legal fet- 
tlements in their refpedive diftrifts, liti^ 
gatjpns on that head might then exift be- 
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twcen Houfe and Houfe, between Hunr 
dred and Hundred ; indigent individuals 
might then be cliafed " from one inhof^ 
" pitable region to another ;" (p. 28.) 
tho to do the obfervaiion juftice, it muft 
be acknowledged inftances of that nature 
.would not be fo frequent. 

Gent. I muft infift upon it. Sir, ** our 
** Pppr Laws are neither perfeft, lior clear, 
•' nor eafy to be underftood ;" (P. 30.) 
Xhat the Poor are expofed to the greatefl;, 
the moft alarming hardfhips and oppref. 
lions ; that " fome remedy, fome timely 
*' remedy is neceflary.; feiimanity, reli- 
gion, compaffion, virtue, honour, de- 
cency, love to our brethren, the very 
*' frame of our compofition, and bowels 
^' of our nature, (1 ufe the words of Dr. 
*' Burn) call loudly upon us for fome bet:* 
^* ter regulation. (P. 31.) 

Mean. I cordially agree with the Do6lor 
and yourfelf Sir, in regard to the neceflity 
of ''fome better regulation-" but th^ 
mode of regulation to be adopted at this 
crifis, is a matter in which perhaps the 
Doftor and you cannot agree together* 
^ Gent. It may be fo, but when plans dif- 
fer as produced by different hands, it is 

prudejjl 
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prudent to chufe the b^ft; we have a va% 
nety t^fore us: ** The great Chief Juftiqc 
*' Hale— Sir Jofiah ChiW— Mr. Davenant, 
^^ Mr. Hay, Lord llilfbarough. Sir Rich.' 
^' Lloyd, Mr. Fiddinf, the Doftdf, and 
" many Other writers of great fenfibility 
^' and penetration — ^have propqfed their 
*^ feverai plaiis. of regulation to the pub- 
f ' lie— none of thefe plans has been adopt- 
^' ed. Bit at length the ftrong and manly 
^' under fianding of the late Admiral Ver- 
" non, tempered by thfr gentle fenfibility, 
^' and cautious prudence of a very worthy' 
*^ .Clei^yman nqw living, propofed a 
^' fcheme to incorporate the parilhes of 
*' the two hundreds of Colnies and CarK 
'* ford, and to ereft an Houfe for the ge- 

*' neral reception and employment'' (P. 32, 

03.) of the Poor. 

' Mean J Was that plan carried into fcxecu- 

tjon? 

r 

GenL I have the pleafure to inform you it 
was, and the Honfe was built *^ at Buktamp'* 
and ** fitted->uj> ifor the reception of the Poor 
^* at Michaeltoa? 1766." (P. 37.)'- ^ 

I^Iean. How was it received by the public? 

• Gent. ' The lovi^er fort of people could by 

jio means relKh it. You hare heard, I fiip- 

pofe 
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ppfe, of the " clamours, cOixfufion and rtott, 
^^^ W^kh were raiferf againft the. buHding of the 
'/jJflo^Q /j(p, 56^J *- !■ ■ ;! ■ tbcrlargcnefsi^ and its 
f.li^jlJleriws ihhaiwawiyv: (p* '330 Garrifcd in it 
*f,a cefiain idea i6f un\y^iIdioefs to rtiany,^— 
^^ and the certain expence of the building and 
*^ furoifhing, with tl^e tmcqrtainty of its corref- 
pondent ^Htli^^^ made it to be iofiWd .iqxxn all* 

a very fcpy ?^" \- > :oi. 

iVfi?4». ^ IC w^ confider the ^charter d Hbertrcsr,' 
tlie few remaining cotnforts of the indigent 
pQpr w^fp, ftaked pi\this great evfint; if we 
te^e^^ 1^9,tj a|l ranks of people, that all ages 
suid &Jies^ from the fteff-Aipported vctcyan .to 
^ helplefejinfant fnjtUn^ at the breaft, that 
riling generations, milKqns yet unborn, are cir- 
cumfcribed by its influence, we muft with the ■ 
" nia^y" above-mentioned, . Bf^npunce it A 
BOLD ACT indeed. 
p^ept. **. It was fo. , The nfian. that firft con^ 
Aruded his little fkifF, and committed it to the 
njde aod.mergilefs fea, (p, 33.) w&s ? dar- 
ing adventurer: but to $he threefold brafi 
about -^i^ breaft, as the Ppaj ejjpreffcs it, . 
we owe the, yaxiops bleflings. pf in^prOycd 
«', navi^ayg^n/' : 

Mean., Tis true, Sir; but if a '* daring ad-r 
f' ve::tjiirerVfhould arife^ propofe a fcheme, and . 

pxecytf • 
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execute a pla ft that muftamavoidably navijg te 
you out ctf your chartered liberty into thi port 
of certain poundage and impriforiment, yon^d 
oppofe the intruder, you woti'd lafh the poet, 
you . wou*d not hefitatc to pronbunce the /da r-* 
ing adventurer had threefold ' brafs, but wdwld 
infift upon it .the Son. oi the Mufes-had' mi(i 
taken the.fituation of the (iMTi^ng m6t2rl--*rdaf^ 
fay you'd think he wore. it higher thah-ihis 
breafi; upon his f——d perhaps, > ' ^ "T' 
i Henry III. of famous ; memory^ ga\«ai*fdi> 
himfelf and his'heirs for even, by tkit mod re-' 
nowncd charter held by eveiy true EngUfbinan 
the higheft bleffing, the moft facred and invio- 
lable ftatute. ever granted by a king to Britonsj 
the .many invaluable privileges of which w^ 
boift; drio of which is. Magna Charta, diapv 
29. y No freemari,(hail be taken or imprifoncd^ 
or be — * dilleifed of his freehold of liberties/' 
Edward I. in the 20th. year of his reign, con- 
firmed tbe^gre^t charter; and thcfe: high ad- 
vantages are fuppofed to be the Unalienable, 
right of every Englifhman : Let us 'Only ima- 
gine that fomc fell fav— — te, fraught with the 
raoft arbitrary principles, ihould hereafter arife 
gain the r — --A ear, thruft himfelf into power, 
and by certain fpecious pretences, procure a* 
law that no Englifhnjian under the degree of a 

I^ Baronet 
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Baronet (other Aan fuch as suSi under comxsiC- 
fion from his Majeily ) fliould dare to fttr out 
of the bounds of their refpeAhre Hundreds, (a 
much larger fcope than the bounds of an la* 
duflry Houfc) without leave firft obtained . for 
that purpofe from the Commiilioners. Such a 
law would afionifli the kingdom^ would create 
4t leaft fume miUbns of patriots^ would put the 
iifland in a general ferment i what clamours, 
uproars, confulions, threats, pedtions, remon** 
ihrances, firebrands, arrows and death wduld 
be known in the land! Wilkei^s General War-« 
rants, the Middlefex Eledion, the Quebec BiD^ 
and a ' thoufand other matters of great impor* 
unce would be lofl in the general upcos^r: 
We fhould outdo the Americans in otnr fbug* 
gle for liberty ; death or redrefe Would be the 
general motto, and a univerfal refolve to purfue 

the vile intruder to defh-uAion. And fliall 

men thus born, thus principled, retrench, with- 
hold, and take away the equally dear liberty 
of their indigent brethren? (hall they impound, 
imprifon their perfons, only becaufe they ARE 
POOR ? Surely " the philanthropy of Englrfh 
«' Gentlemen" (p. 54.) cannot do this, 

Gent. You can never play upon a tuneful 
firing that fo effedually charms the licentious 
public^ ** Libeny! the very word has mufic in 
" it." <p. 50.) Mean. 
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MeM% 1 hope. Sir, you are an Engli(liman, 
ftndfbail not defpair but it may haVc its charms 

for you. 

GeMi « Its notes are frequently Irregular and 
•' wiM, but let me endeavour to bring them 

into liarmony.4i**All men have by nature i 

right to all things, liberty is the power of 
^* exerciflng thkt right ; this furely is not the li- 
^ berty for which j^w contend/* (p. 50.) 

Mean. No, Sir, I fhall hot contend for li- 
berty of that complexion 5 nor will you contend 
I prefdrhe, for your definition* I beg your 
pirdon, when I tell you, that I think it a Very 
queer one. If " by nature all rn^n have a 
•* right to > all things," (p. 50.) tlien all things 
are every body's, and no body^s? This being 
much above my comprehenfion, * and little tQ 
toy purpofe, I leave the difcuffion of the poiiv; 
to abler cafuiftg. The liberty I contend For, is 
the-.exercife of thofe rights contained in the ori^ 
girtal compa(3: between king and people, on? 
of which Is the enlargement of our perfons^ 
»nd I fay the well-behaved Pooi* ought to en* 
joy this right In common with the rich. 

Gent. ** The very idea of civil liberty /lip-. 
** pofes reftraint ; hot the reflraint of the incon^ 
•^ ftant, unknown, uncertain, arbitrar\\.v^ill- of 
•* iihomeri^.this is tyranny." (p. 56.) 

Da Meam- 
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Mean. Does it fuppofe that evdry member 
of the community muft be reftrained to keep 
within the bounds of his own houfe ? 

4 

Gent. *No — " but the reftraint of fuch laws 
" as the legiflatlve power of the commijnity 
" Ihall havq enaAed, according to the truft ra- 

" pofed in it." (p. 51.) -^ v ., ; 

Mean. Did our anceftors, do we qwfelvpsj 
or fliall our children after us, ever intruft our 
reprefentatives with a power to coop us up, to 
imprifon our perfons, when we bccpnppipcjpr?.. 

Gent. Perhaps . not. " But Ipt us -examine 
*' this clofer. The inhabitants q{ thefe Haufes 
" are children, the impotent and the aged ; that 
" children oiight to be under proper reftraint 
•' will be acknowledged — infirmity and age 
" are of themfelvcs a confinement; but. fuch 
*' as have the ability to ga out, ^re never de- 
" ny'4 a proper liberty/' (p. 5 1 .) ■ \ 

Mean. Clofer ftill. Sir. You told m^ jufl 
now, the reftraint of the inconftant, unknown, 
uncertain, arbitrary will of anoth/sr is tyjcjjnny; 
your Paupers in '^le Houfe are all under thi? 
fefiraint; they cannot ftir withput the walls till 
they obtain leave.of another; the will of ano-* 
ther in this cafe is inconftant. One- week you 
may go out; (if a complaint is lodg'd againfl 
you) 'th6 • next; you iiiay not- ^^mj^^ 

^ " - ' • ' r ^ '"'"uncertain; 
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" uncertain/* the Pauper is not fnre how long 
he Ihall enjoy his grant ; 'tis " arbitrary," 'tis 
entirely at the will of the grantor that they flir 
oijt at all; ;this then I think, according to you, 
is Tyranny. But fuppofe all the Poor to enjoy 
it in it» full extent, to enjoy it continually, alas ! 
whither ihould they go ? fhould they wander 
abroad to 'mourn out their complaints, to tell 
the. woods, the groves, the lofty trees, the pur* 
ling ftreams, their forrows ? to tell them they 
are torn from the beloved places of their njiti* 
vity, from their favourite abodes, ravilh'd fronj 
the knees of their fathers, the bofoms of theiu 
mothers, the arms of their beloved children, 
the kindnefs of their deareft friends ——poor 
folace this to detached mortals, configned to the 
walls, or at moft to the boundaries of an HUGEJ 
SEPULCHRE, and who have little mure to ex- 
pe6l than the intervention of a few tedious 
I^urs, without hopes of redrefs, till the icy 
hand of death Ihall confign them to etenjity. - 
Gent. *' As no human inftitution can be per^- 
feft, fo it is generally the fate of thofe that 
come neareft to perfec5tion to be moft obje^r 

« ed to." (p. 46.) 

Mean. If fo much perfedlion is to be found 
in thefe new ere(5led receptacles; if , they are 
fg advantageous^ fo friendly to the Poor, 

P 3 whencf 
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whence, their " unconquerable averfion'* (p. 5$") 
to thenrf 

GenL The caufes of this are various 5 ^ &>tne 
f^ are grown old- in profligacy and licentioui^ 
•*nefe; thefe-hate to be reformed/' (p. 55*> 

Mean, h does not appear that thi^ n^Eir plan 
has a new or intention to; reform them; You 
tell us, (p. 47.) ** T*e impotent and the aged 
« are collcAcd together in thefe Houfes, not 
«* the profligate and debauched ; thcfe AftB 
»« LEFT to the civil Magiftratfe and the Laws."* 
Now, Sir, I look upon it " the profligate and 
** debauched" are a greater *^ ulcer in our vi- 
•* tals," (p. 31,) than the impotent and iaged 
poor; an ulper that will take advantage of your 
n^w inftitution to " ranple and diffufe its' cor- 
^* ruption thro* every part:'" (p. 31.) th^ are 
4he.yery perfbns who deferve the confinement 
your Houfe prefcribes, the *^ iinpoteiit aiid the 
^« aged*' have not deferved it : And Ihall' thbfe 
be left at liberty to patrole the country, to prey 
upon the** public ? Shall thofe, to efcape ** the 
^« civil'Magiflrate, arid feVcrer laws," be fot 
fered to roam abroad^ "to fix themfelves 
" breathing ftatues of mifery at otir doors?" 
(p. 59.) You blame the Overfeers for fending 
their Poor *' out a begging," but under tlic hew 
g^ipiaiftration, we may pxpetSl to fwarm with 

beggars. 
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beggan, to have *^ pin-boxes, needles, laces/' 
(P. 23.) and fiich like wares at our doors every 
botir ; and as thefe are the moft likely to have 
•la moderate knack at ftealing,** (P. 23.) a 
door will be opened to fupport the worft of 
vagrants at the public expence. The hundreds 
that have Houfes of Induftry will be eafed, and 
»n additional expence will be fadied upon their 
good humoured neighbours. 

' Gent. You have a remody at hand; yo^ 
may ^^ punifh them with whippings or confine- 
" inent in the doleful Prifon Houfe." (P. 59.) 

Mean. We pray to be excnfed ; " the voice 
^of polity may diiftatc'' this, but you have 
taught us better : ** humanity, whifpers he is a 
" a man, and religion infpires us in the midf) 
^ of judgment to remember merty." (P. 59.) 

Pau. Well Maifter Meanrnell^ you and the 
Gentleman have almoft talk'd me put o*my 
'wits: I wifli my Nan was here to con the mat- 
ter over wi'ye, for a faggs I knows not wh?t 
to fay not I. 

- Gent. Have you any thing further to objeft? 
Mean. I objeft further that your plan will 
be a means to " undpnjefticate people,'' (P. 40,) 
tb weaken or dieftroy the mutual affedions and' 
affiftance cflentially neceflary to the well being 
f:i[ familiest 

Gent. 
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Gent. Indeed ! was " tliis the cafe, did thcfe* 
^* Houfes fcparaie hufband, wife, and child, 
'* whatever might be their advantages in other 
'' refpefts, they muft be GIVEN UP, as fnb- 
•<, verfive of the very faundatioii of civil focie- 
^fty." (P. 4.1.) 

MeajK I believe they are; and if you"U ftake 
the iffue upon proof of this, we'll examine the 
point clofer. ^ 

Gent. I tell you " th<5 fa<5l is otherwife ; ma-r 
" ny an hiijfloand difabled from labour by fick^ 
f* ncfs, or maimed by accident, finds a com- 
•' fortable afyliim here; in the infirmary his 
" wife however healthy and ftrong, attends 
^^ him, a child perhaps in her arms, another at 
" her knees. (P. 41.) 

. Mean. Give me leave to alk Sir, are you 
jconfiftent with yourfelf ? In one breath you tell 
me " infirmaries are bililt at a proper diftance, 
** that the difeafe may not be conimunicated to 
"others:'^ (P. 39.) "The ftrong and healthy. 
•* ought not to be here." P. 42.) In another 
you fay, " in the infirmary the wife of the Jick 
^^ man^ however healthy and ftrong, attends 
*^ him, a child perhaps at her brcafl, another 
" at her knees." (P. 41,) Now how am I to. 
underftand youP-rrlf the infirmaries are built at 
3 diftance, that the difeafe may not be commu-. 

nicated 
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nicated to others, 'tis hardly to be fuppofedthat 
three heahhy to one fick perfon are admitted. 
If they are not, the huiband lofes the comfort* 
of the wife, the child of the parent, (and fo on 
the contrary) when they ftand moft in need of 
it : And if this is not to ** vmdomeflicate people,** 
to weaken or deftroy the mutual aifediions and 
afiiftance neceiTary to the comfort and well be* 
ing of families,^ I'll give up the point for ever. 

Gent. In health however, " every married 
^' couple has a bed, aad a room diftin<% and 
•* appropriated to themfelves^ their children if 
^* young are lodged in the fame or the adjoin- 
ing apartnoem ; and indeed thcfe decent lodg* 
ings for the married, conftltute Ofie of the 
moft ftriking beauties of the Houfc." (P. 41.) 
Bcfides, every individual upon admiffion is 
^* ftript, made perfccStly clean, and decently 
♦* habited $ here alfo they are ^provided witH 
" wholefome and well drefs'd food, in a libe- 
** ral abundance; their beds ate well covered 
^^ and clean; the Houfe and all its uteniils neat. 
^* The children are at fchool from three to five 
•* years old:" (P, 40,) " Light employments 
^ a re. adapted to the powers of each: of the 
*' aged no Jajbour is required; the evening of 
*« their days is here made confortable; injhort^ 
^* they are refcued from want, and configned 
f * to refpe<5l and tranquillity." (P. 42 
' • Mean. 
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Mdaiu And ytft notjiiKidbftandiAg die nanf£s 
advantaged tb&Poor are. faid to recetvcf frc 
dK&Hoiici|» I fuppofe they will not put th 
heads imdor.tb^roof :tiU tbe laftextrenmy. 

OoB^;. Ycu are . eg^gioufly ndiftakea; ^ t 
^.eacperieacerof dgbtiyean have conqueicd j 
^ tbetr prejudices^, aisd they are oow^ as hod. 
*5.didHoufe.aK crcc tfecy were averfeto it> 
^Bwr this. may bercaxfiedioQ far.-'- (?• 56-) 
iJfaEfiiiL Ye8».tMs,mayi)er^cai^iedfa*fat^ai>ta 
itp::ita.rery foamdattcmy to bsbg^ itdbwa <with 
itt ova weights . I look upon Ae' gejieral utility 
e£ ' dhie£b : Houfed^ : (wairmg* : all thcdc bconyeni^ 
epcesyrand: the well beings o£ dkcir mimecou^ 
ifdhahbaois^ ta:depeiid .upon. the&\.iive' thjbgs: 
1^ The wifdom, diligenee^ prudence andceeor 
aonaty of the: Gkiardians* 3. The fa.V|ng of pa** 
vXh expences^y npminatfoii: warrants^ tt^wa meet- 
ings^ j>urneys^ appeals^ removah^^ Ice. 3. The 
UMirk. of- the: ¥mc eoipbyed in th;^ Hdufc. 
4.iThe adyaad^e of Itavmg the: Poor unde^ 
oneriroof^ by^ which. .tibiey may be nimintaiqed 
cheaper than m feparate* hovels. And^ 5. The 
** unconquerable arerfioa" (P. ^^.). of the .Poor 
out of the Hdufe^ ; By thefe five pillar$ I con^ 
eeivc the whole buildkag is - phiefly ^ ftipported. 
Thd.firft jnay.Aand for a few years; wirilft the 
mawt i^ new it ia pleaiing ; Geotlemeit ai well 
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as oihen t^e fond of xiovi^ltics:; when qH they 
cloy, ^becom(r troublefbme^ turefomey intolerable. 
WMenevec^thisliappfQS^ iftbe Guardians haj^ft 
a power fa i farm out jtheuBoor,\(as' T^fufpc^ 
ikey haYe) all ia loft ; iftefe ithpoimled BsmpefS 
WilJ be un^r the troa hand perhaps .^^ of fome 
*^ fc)w- bom,- feififh, fuuly ni8iai>, frftnn whofe 
*^fo!X$d t^atony thcpel^poiappeial, 'no iredref^ 
•* tiB'thfi uafebppy M«e«l re]^^' iii tfce^gjravei'^ 
The fecond cafl; beir h\jA Ktile, veigr-tttfe wd%hn 
The third' may defiray'thc charge of the G6i 
veipnoF, SurgeooSi Apottec$«es, repaiis arid fir- 
ing. The fowth wilt defray, a fmalt pajrr of thd 
mtereft of the fums borrowed for eredingamj 
feroijliin^ the Houfe. The laflr might- d» mucl^ 
this and ihefirft are ihe»MA?N PILLARS- and 
if this in the;<hoTt fpacebf eight yeoiH is re*. 
moved and taken quite away; if " they are 
*^ now as-fbhd of the Houfe as^ Over Aey wera 
^< averfe to it^** <P- 56L);it will moft certainly 
follow, eithen that the Poor, inland' out of this 
JHoufe will be more dl^efled than b^)re> or 
that the Poor Rates will be as high as ever. 

Gent, t told yoiv ^^ this might be carried toia 
«far/" (P. 56.) ^ ■ ' ; 

Mean.'h it notcarried too far already? — ^If 
the Poor have not only overcome their averjBbn', 
bbt are grown extravagantly fond of the Houfe, 

they^H 






they^H potif in upon you in forprizlng numbers;; 
It will be as neccflkry to lock your, doors, and 
ipp up your wallsgitoikecp them out^ as it was 
before to lee^p .them.sir; remove this hank and 
yftU; h^ve>a:fea, k Thiic ^lU evidently appear if 
it is coniidered^ that! the expences of mrai pa- 
riihes'in general domot arife raerely fro»i the 
fvpport d[ the "; impotent and 9ged Poor" 
(P, 47*). but partlyifeomithcindotent,: partly 
from ihe -itcqivuxt 'and real neceflities. of thp 
married youngs the ftrong, the healthy. If 
you caft your eye upon the .accounts of (undry 
pari{he5, you. will prefently find the momdes ex- 
pended for thp annual rents. of labourers GOtt^-r 
ges, raoijeiy at meed, money for cloatbing the 
j^Ithyjtad ftitong Po4r, for burying the. dead, 
and providing firing for the living, (not colkc- 
tKHiers) when added together amounts to more . 
p^fliap?/ than the furaifcif the weekly cplieftion. 
; .Gepl\ But >^ prudence direcSksr^is to (jiiltiv^te - 
*-?. ifi the Joweft minds a fehfe of the fupcriority 
^« of honeft induftry :*^ (P. 56.) And I was thinkr 
ingi *' pur improvements in agriculture, manur 
^V failures, trade^ commerce, and the liberal 
^^ arts, have given the induftriou? Poor a fqp|X)rt 
f^ beyond the . comprehenfioin even of .Allred'5 
•j inlarged ideas*" (P. 3.) 
. Mean. The following animated defcriptioi> of 
|fae comfnendable poor jtlan's fupport, will ex- 
hibit 
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Kbit his fiiuadoft in a clcar-potntof ^Vlew* ** if 
*^ any of riaefe tempered of ' riatur^'s fineft clay; 
"and form'd irt her fevorite n2<>uld/ emerges 
** from this fink of corruption, (I ufc the words 
^* of the Rev, Mr. Potter) atid by fome haj^y 
'' fficircuimftance bccdiries a 'Imasif ima re^uta- 

hleifaiDily^ where He acqtrircs ideas cfdeceik^ 

cy, frugality, and religfon, tii^t is' the ^ot 
^^pe<5t before 'him ? one fhort* fentcnce will e»^ 
"prefsit; HE MUST WORK AND HE 
•VMUST STARVE ^ every encotfragbment is 
f taken awayv Our wifer forefathers left IltriiJ 
*.\ cottages^ and little portions of land- annexed 
"/to them, aS incitements* to -Ibeir fervartts^' arid 
** Rewards of 4thcir good condu6V. Our ruirioli:^' 
*5 parfimony has demoiifhed tbefe cottages, and? 
*/ united their lijtdeprecincfts to the great farm,- 
^ which now, like Aaroiis * rod, is become a 
" ferpent, and has fwallowed up all the reft, 
*^ leaving humanity as well as poetry, to lament 
^t the delerted village/* (P. 64.) Is this the fup- 
port fo far above Alfred's comprehenfion?- * 

Gent, f be^ar-my teftimpny? ^gaJnil ilepcipula- 
tion. 

Mean: I admire your teftittibhy , btrt am not 
fond^of your plan, it has a •ftrorig'tendericy to 

doppp*^^^ i^ eyeoutedi it^^iU!dep6jiulate tiife' 
vilagQ yet m5rc:.ninfl»ad d^^drfeSting-neV, ^M' 
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repairii^ th^ oId,fj[t ^iU dxitn from tl^ tfeirf 
roittatfting^ ocMtagesr their poor inhitntants ; litcf 
muft be eitafptied to fill the indii^iy Houfes. It 
is big with the worftof confequential evils to 
the ^able, tndtiftrioias little tfadefifien, as it di-> 
veils iliem at}A; Ao^ of ^e paupeifs cuftoniy 
takes ^him aWay perhaps. ih. their debt, ddprive^ 
l!hem of the pfofits o{ their trades, which they 
have iheixioft indiiputahle right td recetve, from 
thofe :they arc boiind to fupport, ifhopkeeper^^ 
ihc^naakers^ bakers, butchot, malfters^ taylor^i 
inniiraembie Jndnihious iamiltels, who have need 
of, who have right to Ae 'sVarmeft encourage- 
ment, will be abfcJmcly caft out of the cjueftionV 
The Houfe will take their provifiDn by the 
great contra^ with tlie draper, cheefemongir^ 
butcher, butter-facftor, malfter, tay lor ; men of 
great capital may catch a. job; mej* of fhi^Jl 
may fold thieir hands, may pay their rates, eat 
up their little flocks ; and when all is fpent, all 
exhaufted, may follow their neighbours to break 
their hearts, to die .in - • ^ 

AN^HOU^EOF iNDUSTRYl 

Cent. If they cannot fupport themfelves out, 

they are far better .when in; there are good 

rppms, good beds, good fires, good ckmhs,and 

§bod fc^^iu "ra llberalabundance.^' Let us try a:> 

• : your 
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your villagepcor <5aa vie tvith,oto be<Qir;>aM4 
to thefe in eafe and plerity : Here it a* '' hope* 
** fill youth— he marries and ehtcrs the world 
'* mih all the vivid ideas of love.-**The firft 
** year brings him a cijildj-rthe. next another— 
^ the next another^ and fo on iHl now he finds 
^ the Itoofl unabated labour but ill fupplies the 
** neceflities of his iiKreafing £amily;--hi6 wife 
too is ignorant and improvident — ^his childrea 
are HI fed, untaught, filthy, and in rags : lye 
•* blames his wife's mifcondc<9li5 fhe reciimi- 
" nates, and di? poor man wpnders to find 
** himfelf unhappy. Hence he i:^airs to the 
^' akhoufe and drinks oblivion to his cares^ he 
" there mixes with the diflbliite — by degrees 
** becomes one of them; — ^at length we find 
** him and his diftrefled family in one of thof^ 
" wretched tenantries, which the Overfeer has. 
*' legally provided for the mi.erable Poor.'*'. 
(P. 65, 66.) 

Pau. Thas all right, Mailler what d'ye call 
*em j my Nan had Juft two brave bo)'^ and a. 
g^rl the firft four years, we ha*. fix now;, and 
I ha' had fore hard tugging to get 'em- victals,^ 
that I have; the Overfeer lu' now and .thaa 
gan us a few ihillings at needs, for we ha' beea 
a mort o' times in fad extrcfs ; but howfomde- 
rer I wou'J never go to the tap-libufe w get 
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drttnk, not I, for we knows as how tap-hoilfeS^ 
are the ruin of the nation; 

Mean. If it be not in the power of youi' 
hopeful, deceht, induftrious, frugal, religious 
youth, with " the moft unabated labour" (P. 65.) 
to fupport his family when only five Or fix in 
number, in what fituatibn is pauper j^dA» . and 
fhofe who have a more numerous offspring. ^ It 
is well known to every attentive obferver, ' thaf 
thoufands of the healthy^ induftrious Poor are * 
not able by th^ir labour to proaire the coAimon 
rieceflarics ' of life ; they are as you obferve,* 
Sir, working and ftarving: therefore to build 
Houfes "of Induftry for the young, the impotent 
and aged Poor, (whether they are averfe to or 
fond of it, whether it is good policy or bad, 
conftftutional or othcrwifc) is at beft but half a' 
remedy : who fhall help the induftrious indigent 
Poor out of the Houfe ? will the Guardians re- 
fufe them their afliftance ? if fo they are left 
ftill to their miferable tenantries, to " open roofs, 
*\ fluttering cobwebs, damp €iarth, rotten ftraw,*^ 
(P. 2^.) leftftill " to work and to ftarve;"'ih' 
fhort, they will be in a fituation abundantly 

worfe than before, * becaufc it will not (then) be 
in the power of the Overfecrs to relieve them, 

;* See -a painphiet intitlcd, *' JVIonopoU^ing Fa^tts calmly can* 
fidtttccU or a Plea for ilij: Poor," fold by M, Bootli, price 6d. 
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fee they ever fb willing; nor in the magiflraies 
to order them relief, the right of appeal being 
taken away. — ^Will they take them into the 
Houfe ? wliat fliall we do without them ? who 
fhall perform our labour? who fhail plough, 
fow, reap andf threfh the fruits of the earth ? 
what will they do with them? will they fet 
them to work upon " flax, hemp, wool, thread, 
** fron, (P. 15.) &c. Alas they are poor artifl-* 
cers, moft of " the village poor*' (P. 15.) un- 
derftand no more than " labour-^iri hUlban- 
dry ;*' they can do but little fervice, yet they 
inuft be cloathed, lodged, warmed; they miift 
cat t©D (for they don*t' cdme here to work and 
to ftarve) "well drels'd foodjn liberal abun- 
dance." (P. 40.) Oh ! golden days, if they had but 
their liberty; but this will mar, will crufh, will 
fpoil your plan. Will they aflift them out of 
the Houfe ? will they repair their cottages, 
farufh down the cobwebs, mend tlie window?^ 
advance th« dhimrieys, take away their rags, 
and rottbh Uraw? (for niany, very many of 
the working Poor, who do not inhabit Town- 
Houfes, are uport a level with others that do, 
in refpeft to habitation, cloathihg, fcod, and 
lodging) Will they provide them with better 
cloaths and bedding, find them turf, damp or 
dry, or coals or wood ? Will they pay their 

£ rents 
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rents, and allow them money upon fudden 
emergencies, (whilft they live) and * bury them 
when they die ? (as it is well known the oflScer* 
are obliged thus to relieve and aflift thoufandi-r 
that are not upon the lifts as weekly colleftion*- 
crs.) Alas ! the Guardians perhaps receive only 
a certain quarterly fum from each parifli, they 
cannot do thefe things ; or if they had ppwer^, 
and would do thefe things, the Poor's Rata 
would be as high or higher thaa before. Therc^ 
is only one avenue left to avoid a dilemma — * 
When the induftrious Poor have more children 
than they are able to maiatain^ they moSt take 
one, two, or more of thena. — ^ Ha? the wife a 
long continued ficknefs? ihe muft. come in^ 
the I-Ioufe; the hufband can worJk and foppopt 
the reft, they muft keep him out. — Is the huP 
band ilck or difabled? he muft gp — ^If the yfiU 

• I have known more laftances than one of thh. The feuf- 
band or wifc being (ick or tn^raiy 'fafave bees iitiiried< xwstf fd tffe 
Infirmery or Work>boufc ; tb^ healthy partner'^ Wtbehliid, nor 
it it in the power of the Guardians to compel them to follow : 
tfiefe have ferzed the favourable opportunity to ma^ry again-**. 
Rave propagated a' race of bigaaiittcal bailards/Whil A their. law- 
ful huibsnda and wives w^re coofited wltblo tb<^fe walit^ and 
plvittg away with weaknefs. If inftances of the above nature are 
treigbed agaiuft poficical marriages made upby Overfeers,'p,^^. 
tie*balance may be pretty cc|ual ;. fball I bid ** the intelUgeiit 
'' reader obferve^ that Houfei of Isduftry hold out a remedy for 
•* this evil" alfo r 

can 
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can Uw out, flie may fhy behind — But (ho 

loves him, (he will not leave him in diftrefe, (hc*s 
" iicalthy and ftrong," (P. 4 1 •) and (he will follow 
him — —Hail ! true partner of his forrow, (ha- 
rer of his afflldlion, faithful amongft women, 
hail! — — rHad I gleaned from the plural top of 
Parnaffus, cropped from the beautiftil bowers of 
rhetoric and eloquence their. choiceft flowers, I 
would go before thee, I would flrew them in 

the way ^I paufc ^Thou worthy in rags 

•—J paufe, to hail thee with redoubled ftrength 

-^AJl hail!- She will follow him—- flie may, 

biu he will be lodged " at a diftance in the in- 
*♦ fifixuiry — The healthy and ftrong ought not 
« !to be there." (p. 39.) After all, (he wiUlofc 
hca^ bbour^ but will not be the only lofer. The 
tfwp |4!Bpdi?ed$ will lofe io,oocjL the expence of 
buildiag acid furni(hi{)ig. the Houfe ; sind you, 
Sjr, witi loie the Houfe ic£eif ; £:>r you have an* 
ncnanced ^' If theib Houfes leparate hu(band, 
" wife and child— — they muft be GIVEN UP 
«* as fubvcriive of the very foundation of civii 

*^foc;ety.''(p. 4^0. 

Pjh. Tha's all right, Maifter Me/wwell; 
ihofe thare Houfes are ibrc things, as you fay ; 
why tfaey part us fronj wives and babes and 
aill; iie upon 'um, fie i^^on \im all, fay J^kn^ 
part hp^and and wife, quotha; why I woudn't 

D ? part 
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pai^t With my Nan for all the worjd, that I 
■w.oudn't. 

Mean, To conclude, Sir, having fairly gx)t 
rid of the new-intended adminift^ation, let us 
now fee what may be done fpr the Poor under 
the old. 

Their prefent miferies and diftr^fles arife 
from various caufes, fonie of which you have 
noticed, others you have overlooked. I cannot 
believe the fordid policy, or rather low cunning 
of fuch Overfeers as are me^n enough to hatcK 
marriages, to yoke ^ fevy wretched individuals 
together for the purpofe of eafing their parifli 
expences, can be produdlive of fuch general 
evils; nor can I think the Poor " in generaP 
are " idle, diflioneft, and diflblute,'* a *^ dif^ 
"grace — and burden to the community." (p. 
63.) I have found amongft the Poor, men of 
flridl honefly, chaftity, unwearied induftry, con- 
flant temperance and fobriety ; nor can I think 
th:;ir children *^ in general— rtrained up in ig- 
** norance — unprincipled in any fchool but that 
^^ of iazinefs, pilfering, and vice, untin6lured 
*« with any fenfe of decency or religion.'? (p. 63.) 
Indeed it fometlmes happens that neither the 
parents nor children have much ^* fenfe of — f 
^' religion/* but whenever this is obferved, the 
Heverend Paftors who have the charge of their 
fouls, Ibould double their labours, ufc their ut- 
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fnoft efforts to bring them to a fcnfe of their 
duty. It is a duty incumbent on all to promote 
the prefent and future well-being of the Poor, 
B«t as we have long dwelt upon the firft of 
thefe, you will pardon this peceflary digreffion, 
jand permit ncie tg return to the former fubjeft* 
The degaolifhirjig of cottages, and laying their 
pFAeinj(Sl§ to the large farm, is certainly a capi- 
tal grieyanpe, big with the worft of confe- 
cjupnces. The general luxury of the age, the 
eflforts of the trading part of the people to ape 
hjgh life, to ftand upon a level with their fuper 
riors, ihed their baneful influence on the poor 
cottager, as they not only place in his view en- 
fa nnples of improvidence and loofenefs of man^ 
ners, bfit alfo affecSl the price of prqvifion, 
\yhich is now fo djfproportionate to the price 
of labour, that the Poor are kept at too low an 
ebb. Vou have righUy obferved, " encourager 
*5 ment'' is the foul of induftry; if a poor man 
cDiild once fay, " this cow -^ is MY OWN;* 
he would find *• more mufic i(i thofe two ihort. 
*5 vrords, than in all the notes of Roffignole/ * 
(p. 71.) But this mufic is but feldom heard 

in the honeft labourer's "domain/* It is a 

• . • ■ 

liielancholy faft, the Poor have no property, 
therefore they have no courage; they defpair^ 
?rhc, great number of Alehoufcs are ftrong 

" temptatiofti^ 
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teriiptations tn the way of the burdened U^' 
bourer; fo foon as his Ipirit finks, uiider the 
Joad of complicated hardfbips, which bis una- 
bated labour is not able to remove^ he fiies bei^ 
to drink and drown forrow, thoigh by fo 
doing his wretched cafe becomes ftiU worfe : 
But above all, the contempt or negfeA of Reli- • 
gion, fo often to be found, not only in many 
pf the poor, but in forae who move in mbrt 
cxaked diredlions, fixes them to their vices, and 
encourages them in carelcllbefe. If therefore 
the Legiflature, if the "<5eni]eman, the Friend^ 
** the Patron, the Prote<ftor, of this truly valua^ 
•^ He clafs of men/' (p* 70.) will exen them- • 
ielves in their favour, it is not impoffible to help 
them, to put them upon a commendable foot- 
ing. Let thofe Statutes, or Ciaufes of Statutes, ' 
that bear hard upon, pr that are engines of 0p* 
preffion to them, be amended or repealed ; fct 
thefopemumerary alehoufes, ** the infernal man-' 
•* 'fions — ^whence the demons of famine and di(^ 
•* eafe iflue, like a ftrong man arm'd, tp defolate 
the cottages of the hamlet, or the ftreeis of the 
city,'' (p. 62.) be filenced: the rvlagiftrates,upr 
on proper complaint made, have power by the 
kws now in force to do the lafl ; they can alfq 
^eep a watchful eye over fuch of the Overfeers 
as are cruel and oppreifive ; can correal irniu^ 

|ncrab|e 
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merable aJbiies; and as tbey arc the great bar* 
Tier between fuffering Paupers and certain ^ 
^rd^iooy I doabt npt but tbey wiU do. thefe 
thlngB, and much more. The mjany^nilaiaco^ 
that have . come under my obfervatipn in the. 
courfe oi many yea^rs^ have convu^ed me, that 
the worthy Magiflratcs in their pi}|3lic icap^dty»f 
are. the BEST FR,r?;r>jr)S t^p.Poo^ ever ha^^ 
(%ce dhe dd^tof £IJMb^).npw h^ve,. or;ax^ 
ever like to liave } and I fincerely wiih;they .m^^ 
never be dHipantled of their reipe&ed aud^ocf^ 
fy. l^t the deneipUibed cottage be' rebuilded, 
ihdh: little preoioft^ vj^ilbred, th^ ^n(h fchools 
ellalbliihed^ inddifby encouraged^ chari^ recod:^ 
nsmdcxl^ and, to crown the ;whoIe^ let our R^ 
verend Divines exert then^e^es in the fuQ<^ 
cm of cheir moil important office;, let ^icA iuft 
fx>ur in earneft for the good df fquls^ Jfeysafilda 
momentary trifles and Ibothmg amufements, to 
watch with alt diligence <)vfer tlieir refpedive 
flocks ; let them lift up their voices like trum- 
pets, be inftant in feafon and out of feafbn, to 
preach the Gofpel of our gracious God, our 
rifen Saviour, our prefent Comforter ; let them 
attend their charge, not only in the churches 
but alfo from houfe to houfe, daily teachings 
exhorting, and rebuking, xv|th all long fuffering 
and authority i let them watch over the healthy 

and 
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ittd Krorig, pray with the fick and wcakj ca-^ 
techife the ignorant and young, and fct an en-^^ 
fampic 6f godliricfsi rightcoufnefs, tcmperahceV 
fobriety, gentlenefi, meckncfs, irid tiblrnefs, to 
all; this win have a mbft noble efFcft, will 
produce more fubftantial good, than all*our Sta-^ 
tutcs made for the fuppreffion of vice, and enr 
Gduragement of virtue : Let thefe things, Ifay,- 
be done, breathing ftatucs of mifcry ihall noS 
more offend the eye, ^tious cties ojf doniplamt? 
ihall no more pierce the ear in our ftreets: the 
Poor /hall lift up their heads with comfort, (hall 
enjoy their former privileges unmoleftid : Re- 
l^ion, the fourcie ;pf every real bieiling, ifhall 
flourifh^ in dur land, ih our families, iii rtir 
hearts: tn Ihort, Sir, all Ihall be well, without 
the intervention of feverer laws, or the foft fung 
adnainiftra^ion' of • ' 
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